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The Subject of Worship: Repeating to remember 

 
A few years ago I saw a video of people crying over cut trees, and mourning 

- misdirected worship and false worship. 
I love MEFC, and I am proud that we are a church that worships the Lord; we have a rich 
heritage of worship and I am excited to continue our heritage of Worship.  
 
We are looking at a story of great reform by King Hezekiah and seeing also how in America we 
at times worship worship. Often in America we have false worship.  That which takes away God’s 
glory is the great sin.  And look at some major complaints about worship, not just in our church 
but in America.  Our preference vs. biblical response. 
 
PRAY 
 
II Chronicles 29:1-5  
Cleaning  
Religious idols of worship, everything unclean, that they found in the temple dumped into Kidron. 

Things, objects. religious duties, songs can at times become objects of worship. 
These are to point us, help us express and remind us, as we respond to the God whom 
we worship.  

These things are not bad in themselves but they can corrupt worship. 
They will not make you, but will lead you into idolatry when they take the wrong place 
Many Idols are a perversion of the good.  

For example, health is good, under God’s design and plan. As an idol, it is 
degraded, and enslaves us and it is all we talk about and live for.  The hard truth 
is that we all can be lured into worshipping something or someone other  
than the living God. Everything that keeps you from loving God above all things, 
everything which gets between you and your obedience to Jesus is the treasure to 
which your heart clings. 

To identify an idol in our life ask: “what do you find ultimate purpose and meaning in?” 
Or “what does my heart cling to?”   

In times of trouble or joy do we give these things: 
 The most time           The most affection  

Controlling our thoughts and energies The top of our value system 
Whatever that is, this is your treasure.   
 
 Do not let the circumstances dictate how you worship God, 
           instead let worship of God dictate how you live in your circumstances. 
 
Let us move to the next section in this story. 
6-9 Remember.  They have forgotten and turned to other ways. 
Don’t forget, remember.    So let’s talk about how songs help us remember. 
 
One complaint I have heard years ago about our worship here at MEFC was that we seem to 
repeat the chorus or same words over, and over and over again; “the song is too repetitive”. 
Did you know there is a song that repeats the chorus 26 times.  

“Often, a bit of repetition can help a congregation learn and remember a song. But let’s 
not go overboard, right?  We don’t want to sing a song that just repeats the same thing.  
We want depth.”     Worship Pastor Nick Roen 

 



 
Turn to the hymnal of the Bible.  Psalm 136 and let us read the whole Psalm which repeats the 
same chorus “His love endures forever” 26 times. 
 
Repetition is often found in the Bible 
I was not much of a student in school.  Then came languages.  As a student I soon learned that 
one of the best ways to remember is repetition.  The more we repeat the subject is reinforced. 

We Repeat to Remember 
 
Recalling is often found in the Bible. 
We are often told to recall:  

God’s redemptive act, His faithfulness, remember His commandments and covenant, 
and the greatness of His character.   

And when it comes to songs and singing, what makes us worship God most is not 
creativity, sound, style, diming of the lights, but our understanding and appreciation of 
God’s work and character.  
 
Remembering in the Bible is not just about collecting data,  

but recalling to mind truths that then affect our life.   
Our youth ministry here is about remembering the Lord, Having our children learn and recall 

Pray often for Tony and Luke as they are a part of training our children.   
You families are the main source of training. 

 
By celebrating these great truths again and again, we can remain constantly aware of them. 

And when it comes to songs in worship, this is why I love the hymns. 
Most hymns have such a deep heritage of truth.  In fact many hymns of old contain more 
depth and truth than a typical sermon found in your average church in America today.  

 
Another cry I hear is “We want hymns”, so let’s look at this issue. 
 
Many churches resist the European musical invasion because of repletion, loud new musical 
instruments.  What time period are we talking about?  The 1600’s colonial America. 
 
Tensions in many churches revolve around music style and try to determine if they should stick 
with tradition or move to contemporary preferences.  

1- split into two churches- each does their own  
2- have multiple services gratifying one style  
3- we cave into the worship industry trend trying to have worship be what attracts 

outsiders.   
Worship is to unite the people of God, instead it has divided. 
 
We are to have variety.  Just one style is too restrictive. 

Eph. 5:19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and  
make music from your heart to the Lord,  

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one  
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  

For all you hymn lovers know that ties and music styles change.   
I like my traditions but when tradition becomes trendy then there is a danger. 

Do you love tradition more than truth? 
For all you who don’t like the hymns. 



Dull traditionalism vs. faddish Lovers of experience  
 
 
We are reminded to remember, so we don’t forget God. 
 
Our singing together should remind you of God.    
 
2 Peter 1:12  So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are 
firmly established in the truth you now have. 
         
Sometimes you can listen to a sermon, or hear a song and think  

‘Hey, I know that… Give me the next new thing … ‘I’ve heard that already!’…  
Jonathan Edwards, “ to rise the affections of my hearers as high as I possibly can, provided they 
are affected with nothing but truth.” 
 
Peter says that it is still important to be reminded of that which you already know.  We need 
“truth speakers” in our life who give constant reinforcement and reminding of God’s truth. 
 
In your sin – recall a hymn “what can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 
When life is mundane- sing a new song, write a new song, grab Psalm 103.  
When life’s storms come sing—“my hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and   
  righteousness”. 
 
Remembering God's help yesterday helps us to trust Him for today and put our confidence in 
Him tomorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


